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Two become one
BY JANINE JORGENSEN  •  PROJECT CONSULTANT MONIQUE RANKINE   
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edesigning a home always takes careful consideration, but when it 
involves merging two very different styles, it may also necessitate a 
certain amount of compromise. These newly married home owners 

wanted to modernise their dated house, but with one favouring a 
minimalist, contemporary look and the other loving classical glamour, where 
does one begin?

Fortunately for the couple, they called on the professionals, with interior 
designer Driekie Thomas-Barnard of House of Interiors guiding them in 
combining their differing tastes.

“I think a big part of the success was the initial planning phase; we spent 
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BLIND DESIGNS 011 683 0080

ABOVE LEFT: A Blind Designs Roman panel 
blind in Etosha Stone adds a distinctly modern 
touch to the TV lounge and complements the 
contemporary style of the home. The Roman 
panel blind is available in a wide range of 
blockout and light-filtering fabrics, and is a 
great alternative to curtains for decorating an 
interior space.
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RIGHT: The formal lounge is now a contemporary space with 
elegant touches, including this Syam designer grate, supplied 
by Syam Distributors. The stainless steel grate and ceramic 
pebbles are well suited to the modern feel of the room, while 
offering a warm, cosy spot in which to relax. 

BELOW LEFT: The metallic tones and duck-egg blue in the  
TV lounge tie in with the colours used by House of Interiors  
in the rest of the home. Combined with the soft-textured 
fabrics on the furnishings and shag-pile rug, the result is a 
peaceful space.

BELOW RIGHT: The walk-in wardrobe off the main bedroom is 
the home owner’s delight. Marlene Grace Furniture designed 
and installed the built-in cupboards, which are made of painted 
MDF and have mirrored door panels. The company also 
supplied the vanities, bookshelves and sleigh bed in the home.

a lot of time together to give input on what our likes and 
dislikes were,” says the home owner.

To mix the two styles, yet create a cohesive look, the 
same colour palette of rich hues, balanced with cooler 
tones of turquoise, metallics, mauve and white, has been 
used throughout the interior.

A further challenge faced by the couple was the 
home’s outdated walls, from niches to the plasterwork. 
Some significant structural additions were needed when 
renovating, but instead of replastering the entire house to 
update the space, wallpaper, coloured paint and accents 
such as mirrors have been used. In the formal lounge, the 
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original red leather lounge suite has been retained, but 
given a new lease on life when layered with jewel-toned 
scatter cushions. 

The striking portrait in red and blue was actually bought 
by the home owners before they began redesigning the 
room, and it was a lucky coincidence that it complemented 
the decor scheme.

The main bedroom is the home owners’ favourite 
room. With a romantic feel, a walk-in closet and two en 
suites (one for him and one for her), every need has been 

catered for. The chandeliers in this space echo the other 
opulent light fittings in the house, and provide a glittery 
touch of elegance that plays to one half of the couple’s 
“love of bling”. Although perhaps not her husband’s first 
choice, these fittings and other classical accents work well 
when combined with a more streamlined style, creating a 
home that’s now neither too demure, nor over the top.

The end result has made the home owners proud. “We 
never want to go away on holiday again, simply because 
we can’t imagine staying in any accommodation that is 

LEFT: The beautiful view from this bathroom can be enjoyed from 
the luxury bath. House of Interiors covered an ottoman in gold fabric, 
designed a generous vanity and supplied an oil painting in moody hues to 
create a romantic haven in which the owners could feel pampered.

BELOW RIGHT: The main bedroom’s regal palette of gold and purple 
was specially chosen by House of Interiors to reflect the owner’s bold 
personality. To add to the glitz, the interior design company used a 
smoked bevelled mirror on top of the custom-made pedestal beside  
the bed.

BOTTOM RIGHT: As the owners are planning a family, one of the 
bedrooms has been turned into a potential nursery. House of Interiors 
used grey and white as the perfect backdrop to add colour at a later  
stage. The warm tone of the grey creates a soft ambience, while the 
white is serene.

The chandeliers in this space echo the other opulent light fittings 
in the house, and provide a glittery touch of elegance that plays to 

one half of the couple’s “love of bling”.

as beautiful as our house,” they say. And 
with more than enough space in which to 
relax, including an outside entertainment 
area, bar and even a sauna, they may not 
have to. Q

CONTACT:
BLIND DESIGNS – blinds

www.blinddesigns.co.za

HOUSE OF INTERIORS – interior design

082 557 4966, www.houseofint.co.za

MARLENE GRACE FURNITURE – bespoke kitchens

057 573 1910, serf@marlenegrace.co.za,  

www.marlenegrace.co.za

SYAM DISTRIBUTORS – braais and fireplaces

0861 SYAM SA (7926 72), sales@syam.co.za,  

www.syam.co.za
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