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IN HIGH

SPLENDID INTERIORS 083 648 8856
The client’s brief was for a comfortable, modern farm-style home with warm, natural 

elements and colours. Every detail of the house was carefully planned. Splendid Interiors 
worked closely with the large project team, which included the client, architect, suppliers 

and builder, to select, manage and design the interior finishes, furnishing and decor. 
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BELOW: The architectural design included an extensive outdoor patio and pool 
deck, as well as an indoor pool deck. The owners were concerned with having 
a maintenance-free solution, and were led to NewTechWood via their interior 
decorator. NewTechWood’s Ultra Shield composite decking products appealed 
to them because of their natural timber look, and because they came with a 25-
year limited warranty. The rich dark Walnut board was used outdoors, while the 
lighter grey/beige Antique board was installed around the pool. 

For a clean-lined, coordinated indoor/outdoor setting, the owners commissioned 
Deckworx to install NewTechWood Capped Composite decking for both the 
indoor and outdoor decks. The outdoor deck was done in a Walnut colour, 
while the indoor deck received an Antique finish. The layout of the boards was 
designed using a breaker-board system, to maximise the visual effect and 
function of the deck. Deckworx used a mixture of galvanised plated steel and 
pre-galvanised zinc lipped channels to ensure the longevity of the framework. 
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ell-orchestrated design is about more than 
creating the ideal architectural blueprint; 
it’s about choosing a design language that 
articulates how you would like to live. This is a 

concept the owners understood while planning their home. 
Ascribing to a certain technological austerity, the home 

is characterised by pared-down design and pragmatism. 
The subdued, earthy palette allows the seamless design to 
dominate. 

The exterior features a comfortable mix of organic stone 
and decking, creating a visual and tactile harmony with the 
natural surrounds. The dynamic interface of the design is 
thanks to large windows that soak in nature’s ever-changing 
vistas. Indoors, the light-streaked triple-volume windows are 
an architectural counterpoint to the interior’s horizontal and 
vertical planes. 

Although the downstairs living areas each have a defined 
role, they flow seamlessly from one zone to the next. The 

interiors throughout are cosy and deliberately subdued. A 
contemporary contrast of light and dark defines the space, 
with mid-century furniture complementing the clean lines 
of the architecture, while sculptural lighting adds a touch of 
opulence. 

The functional sensibility of the home is reflected in the 
indoor swimming pool, which forms the epicentre of the 
open-plan design. Skylights were installed to flood the space 
with light. 

Although the kitchen is filled with a fine selection of high-
tech appliances, it still has a welcoming feel, the result of 
a palette of soft grey tones and mushroom hues. Timber 
veneer wall cladding, accented with smoked mirror inlays, 
was brought in to tie the spaces together, and also to bring 
warmth to the area. 

As the owners are wine-lovers, a modern wine cellar 
with glass doors was installed to house their ever-growing 
collection of good vintages.

NEWTECHWOOD/SUMMER PLACE 011 463 7775 DECKWORX 071 332 5644

 NOVEMBER 2016  45



 NOVEMBER 2016  4746  NOVEMBER 2016

LEFT: The brief to Archen Architecture was for a contemporary 
farmhouse in keeping with an equestrian estate. The owners preferred 
a crescent-shaped entrance, with garages encircling it to create a 
courtyard feel. The base colour palette includes warm greys, to blend 
with the natural slate roof tiles, while natural quartzite stone cladding 
adds texture and character to the façades. Large windows allow 
maximum north sun, and views of the indigenous gardens and dams. 
Wrap-around balconies and verandas on the ground level, and covered 
balconies on first floor, provide shade in summer, so the owners can sit 
anywhere around the home and enjoy the garden. 

OPPOSITE PAGE BELOW LEFT: This home features the latest in 
home automation technology. BNC Technology provided the client with 
an integrated home automation solution that offers value for money 
and ultimate convenience. Control4 lighting and integration, audio-
visual solutions, as well as a custom-designed home cinema create the 
ultimate connected environment. 

BELOW RIGHT: With a focus on clean-lined interiors, this 
contemporary home reaps the benefits of seamless stacking doors 
with roller blinds, for an unobtrusive, modern look. Blind Time Window 
Innovations was commissioned to measure and install manually 
operated and motorised Sheerweave 4510 Charcoal Bronze roller blinds, 
which blend in with the home’s neutral palette.

ARCHEN ARCHITECTURE 082 458 6941

BNC TECHNOLOGY 011 023 7662 BLIND TIME WINDOW INNOVATIONS 011 434 1075

A floating staircase that links the first and second floors is 
a cascading design that is a true representation of the modern 
blueprint of the property, where scale and proportion resonate 
throughout. Upstairs, the pyjama lounge, bedrooms and 
bathrooms have a comfy, lived-in feel. The bedrooms make 
use of subtler hues and layers of inviting, tactile finishes. In 
the main bedroom, a dirty-pink velvet ottoman, floral scatters 
and painterly wallpaper add pops of understated colour and 
texture to the soothing grey, an aesthetic that is carried 
through to the other bedrooms, while the nature-inspired 
bathrooms all have subdued, organic finishes.

The owners wanted a “smart” home, where a hub of 
integrated technology ensures ultimate convenience. The 
home automation system encompasses lighting, audio-visual 
technology and security, all at the touch of a button. 

The home cinema, with a comfortable, laid-back feel, is the 
perfect spot for a night in, while outdoors, the deck and firepit 
are geared for entertaining. It’s not often that one finds a home 
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LUMIART LIGHTING 011 262 5151

ABOVE: The Kitchen Studio was tasked with the design, manufacture 
and installation of bedroom, study and bathroom cabinetry. Engineered 
Italian veneers were specially brought in to tie in with the interior design 
scheme. Hettich sliding door systems from Germany were used to 
ensure that the custom-designed mirror doors move smoothly and close 
gently. The grey mirror was given a charcoal horizontal accent, and all 
frames, tracks and handles were powder-coated to match, ensuring a 
uniquely clean look. 

OPPOSITE PAGE ABOVE: Bring an element of Hollywood glam to a 
home with a Lumiart Lighting pendant. The geometrics of the gold rings 
gleam gloriously while spilling out from under the supple metallic-lined 
cotton shade, delivering an elegant centrepiece statement to any dining 
room. The diffused light emanating from behind the glamorous rings 
bathes the surrounding area in a soft, sensuous glow. The owners chose 
the P45 Milano lighting fixture that would complement the clean-lined 
aesthetic of the home. 

OPPOSITE PAGE BELOW: The home owner wanted an authentic 
kitchen that would blend effortlessly into the surrounding areas. The 
room needed to be functional, while also anchoring the architectural 
layout. To fill this brief, blu_line used soft-grey tones, enhancing the 
aesthetic with a combination of textures. Linear timber was contrasted 
with high-gloss lacquer in a mushroom shade, and accented with a 
natural concrete look. To add an extra layer of interest, blu_line timber 
veneer wall cladding was complemented with smoked mirror inlays. 

BLU_LINE 0860 548 464

THE KITCHEN STUDIO 011 312 4060

that has it all: stylish architectural design, perfectly curated interiors 
and an aesthetic sensibility that transcends the boundaries of form 
and function. This modern home ticks all of the boxes. Q

CONTACT:
ARCHEN ARCHITECTURE – architectural design  
082 458 6941, neal@archen.co.za, www.archen.co.za
BLIND TIME WINDOW INNOVATIONS – blinds and window coverings
011 434 1075, info@blindtime.co.za, www.blindtime.co.za
BLU_LINE – kitchen design
0860 548 464, info@blu-line.co.za, www.blu-line.co.za
BNC TECHNOLOGY – home automation 
011 023 7662, admin@bnctechnlogy.co.za, www.bnctechnology.co.za
DECKWORX – decking
071 332 5644, wayne@deckworx.co.za, www.deckworx.co.za
LUMIART LIGHTING – lighting 
011 262 5151, info@lumiart.co.za, www.lumiart.co.za
NEWTECHWOOD/SUMMER PLACE – composite decking
brad@newtechwood.co.za, glenn@newtechwood.co.za, 
www.newtechwood.co.za
SPLENDID INTERIORS – interior design
083 648 8856, www.spledidinteriors.co.za
THE KITCHEN STUDIO – cabinetry
011 312 4060, 031 462 7722, conrad@kitchenstudio.com

 NOVEMBER 2016  49


