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MODERN
BOHEMIA

A CONTEMPORARY 
OPEN_PLAN HOME IS 
GIVEN AN ECLECTIC 
TWIST THANKS TO 
ITS WELL_TRAVELLED 
INHABITANTS
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he tenants of this light-filled open-plan home situated 
in an exclusive housing estate to the north of 
Johannesburg may not have been responsible for its 
design and build, but they’ve certainly made the house 

feel like home.
“It all comes down to the way the house is decorated. I 

recommend displaying souvenirs and pictures that make you 
happy when you think of the moments you experienced at the 
places you found them,” says the tenant. 

Originally from Belgium, the couple has spent the past three 
years in South Africa, after calling Vietnam home for five. Soon 
they’ll be adding the Netherlands to that list. Not surprisingly, 
the tenant’s ability to mix pieces collected from their travels with 
antiques and contemporary furniture is always a talking point.

T

DOWN TO EARTH ARCHITECTS & INTERIORS +27 83 286 4455

BLIND RAGE 011 425 6007

ABOVE: With a brief from the owner to provide an aesthetic solution that 
insulates and shields furniture from harsh UV rays, Blind Rage opted to 
install Blind Designs SheerWeave roller blinds in a buttery soft off-white. 
Offering custom curtains and blinds, Blind Rage has a comprehensive 
range of products to choose from, all with unique benefits. 

ABOVE: Despite being met with a challenging brief – to design a large 
family home on a complex stand with a sloping, narrow entry site – DOWN 
To Earth Architects & Interiors more than exceeded expectations by 
managing the design and build from start to finish, and making the most of 
the home’s incredible views to the north.

“The house was empty when we moved in. It’s a mix 
of timeless pieces in solid oak, iron and leather, combined 
with photographic art (both bought and my own work: the 
lions in the master bedroom are mine), unique finds and 
antique pieces, like the Chinese room divider.”

The tenant adds, “Everyone remarks on the hand-
carved water buffalo we bought in Bali. It’s such a piece 
of art, especially with its carved-out dragons.”

As for the house itself? Well, two things really stood 
out to the couple when they were looking for a place 
to briefly settle. “All homes should have great light and 
storage space. But we love the outdoor entertainment 
area – it’s covered, so I was free to decorate without 
having to take weather situations into account. And the 
gas fireplace surrounded by a seating area is just the 
cherry on the cake.”

“We love the outdoor 
entertainment area – it’s covered, 
so I was free to decorate without 
having to take weather situations 

into account.” – the tenant

“All homes should have great light 
and storage space.” – the tenant
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Moving inside, the tenant reveals, “I love the master 
bedroom, with his-and-hers sliding doors on each side 
accessing the generous dressing room. The master 
bathroom en suite is also amazing as it has a huge shower 
and a completely separate toilet.”

While the couple was drawn to the security this housing 
estate offers, there was another more appealing aspect. 
“We love the fact that this is an eco-estate with a river 
running through it and the wildlife it includes – from leguaan 
to dassies, owls, mongoose, tortoises, and jackal – as well 
as the great opportunities to walk our dogs, even when the 
sun starts to set.” Something sure to be missed when they 
make their way to the other side of the world, no doubt. Q

CONTACTS:
BLIND RAGE – custom curtains and blinds
011 425 6007, sales@blindrage.co.za, www.blindrage.co.za
DOWN TO EARTH ARCHITECTS & INTERIORS – bespoke 
architecture and interior design
+27 83 286 4455, downtoeartharchitects@gmail.com, 
bruce@downtoeartharchitects.com.au
GREEN LEAF KITCHENS – kitchen and solid woodworking builds
082 920 7958, stephen@greenleafkitchens.co.za, 
www.greenleafkitchens.co.za

“I recommend displaying 
souvenirs and pictures that make 
you happy when you think of the 
moments you experienced at the 

places you found them.” – the tenant
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GREEN LEAF KITCHENS 082 920 7958

ABOVE: Green Leaf Kitchens makes use of its own factory and fully 
qualified supervision to ensure a smooth-running, flawless delivery of service 
and outstanding joinery. Residential customers who have benefited from 
its projects include Waterfall Estate, Steyn City and Dainfern. Green Leaf’s 
trustworthy expertise encompasses all disciplines in the interiors industry.


